
Lightridge Science Department 

Tracy Matthews – Chemistry, Science Chair 

Mrs. Matthews has taught in Loudoun County since 2011. She has taught all levels of Chemistry, including AP 

Chemistry. She attended James Madison University for both her undergraduate and graduate degrees, receiving 

her Bachelor of Science in Chemistry in 2009 and her Master of Arts in Teaching in 2010. 

Mrs. Matthews is a native of Loudoun County, graduating from Loudoun County HS in 2005. She currently lives in 

Leesburg and spends her free time with her husband, friends, and family. She enjoys photography, sewing, 

cooking, playing video games, and traveling. 

 Mrs. Matthews is excited to open Lightridge HS! Go Lightning! 

Haley Gargan – Earth Science 

Mrs. Gargan has been teaching in Loudoun County as a science teacher for the last 8 years. She received her 

Bachelor of Science in Earth Science and a minor in Geoscience from Penn State University. She then continued 

her education at California University of Pennsylvania, earning her Master of Arts Teaching with a concentration 

in Earth and Space Science.  

Mrs. Gargan is originally from Pittsburgh, so her favorite season is naturally fall, when she gets to cheer for her 

Nittany Lions and Steelers. In her spare time, Mrs. Gargan enjoys spending time with her husband, son and 

daughter, and pets. She loves being active outdoors, dancing, and traveling.  

Mrs. Gargan can't wait to be a part of a fabulous year at Lightridge! 

Dawn Buskey 

I am so excited to help open Lightridge High School in the fall of 2020! I’ve been teaching in Loudoun County for 6 

years so far, having moved to NOVA in 2011 from western NY, although I grew up in northern NJ. I love teaching 

high school students and I love science. I have taught students in grades 7-12 in every science content except 

physics. When I’m not working, I love spending time outdoors and hanging out with my family, friends, and pets. 

My husband is also a teacher at John Champe HS, and our “Buskey Bunch” includes 4 kids, 2 dogs, and 2 cats. 

My happy place is on a beach at sunset, but I also like camping and hiking in the woods. I like to try new foods, 

and sometimes ask my server to surprise me when I eat out. My favorite movie is The Princess Bride, my favorite 

food is crab, and my favorite drink is a caramel latte.  

Go Lightning! 

John Paine – Biology 

Lisa Stewart – Biology 

Joey Re – Chemistry 

Mr. Re is looking forward to beginning his teaching career in 2020.  He completed both his undergraduate and 

graduate degrees at Virginia Tech, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts in Chemistry in 2019, and will 

complete his Master of Arts in science education in May of 2020.  Mr. Re competed on the Virginia Tech Men's 

Rugby team all 5 years he attended VT. 

Mr. Re is originally from Fayetteville, West Virginia, and currently lives in Blacksburg.  He is looking forward to 

moving to Loudoun County over the summer.  Outside of the classroom, Mr. Re enjoy spending time with his 

girlfriend, family, and friends.  Some of his hobbies include being active and playing sports, doing anything 

outdoors, cooking, and reading. 

Mr. Re can't wait to be a part of the Lightridge team! 

Michael Sheaffer – Physics 


